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A Legacy of Trust.

What are Food Safety Systems?

Food Safety Systems are structured processes designed to ensure that food is:

• Safe for consumption
• Produced under hygienic conditions
• Traceable throughout the supply chain
• Compliant with legal and market requirements 

Objective:
To prevent contamination and ensure consistent production of safe, high-
quality food products.



Importance of Food Safety Systems

Why are Food Safety Systems important ?

• Protect consumer health
• Prevent foodborne illnesses
• Improve product quality and consistency
• Support export and retail compliance
• Reduce recalls and reputational risk
• Build consumer confidence

Food Safety = Trust + Compliance + Sustainability
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Hygiene and Sanitation

Key Practices

• Clean production and handling areas regularly
• Remove waste and spoiled produce immediately
• Sanitize equipment, bins, and tools
• Prevent pest and animal contamination
• Maintain clean water and irrigation systems
• Implement cleaning schedules and records

Benefits

• Reduces contamination risks
• Prevents spread of pests and diseases
• Improves product quality and shelf life
• Supports compliance with food safety standards



Traceability Systems

Traceability
The ability to trace products from:
Farm/Orchard → Packhouse → Distribution → Consumer

Important Records
• Orchard/block identification
• Harvest records
• Spray and treatment records
• Batch and pallet coding
• Dispatch and delivery records

Why is it important?
• Enables effective product recalls
• Assists food safety investigations
• Improves accountability
• Required for certification and export markets



Chemical Residue Management
Key Requirements

• Use registered chemicals only according to Act (Act No.36 

of 1947)

• Follow label instructions

• Observe Pre-Harvest Intervals (PHIs)

• Apply correct dosages

• Maintain spray records

• Calibrate spray equipment

Risks of Poor Control

• Export rejection

• Consumer health hazards

• Environmental contamination

• Loss of market access and certification
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Safe Chemical Handling
Responsible Chemical Practices

• Train chemical applicators
• Wear appropriate PPE
• Prevent spray drift and spills
• Monitor Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs)
• Store chemicals securely
• Dispose of empty containers safely

Goal:
To protect consumers, workers, and the environment while 
maintaining compliance.
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Employee Hygiene

Essential Hygiene Practices

•Wash hands regularly

•Wear clean protective clothing

•Report illness immediately

•No smoking/eating in production areas

•Maintain personal cleanliness

Farm Responsibilities

Provide:

•Clean toilets and Handwashing stations

•Soap and clean water

•Hygiene training and First aid facilities



Benefits of Employee Hygiene

Why Is Hygiene Important

• Prevents contamination

• Improves food safety

• Protects workers

• Enhances compliance

• Improves consumer confidence

“Food Safety Starts With People”
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Benefits of Effective Food Safety Systems

• Prevents contamination incidents
• Improves operational efficiency
• Enhances worker safety
• Strengthens customer confidence
• Supports certification and audits
• Protects brand reputation and market access

Strong Systems = Safe Food + Sustainable Business



Conclusion

Effective Food Safety Systems help ensure:

• Safe food production
• Regulatory compliance
• Product traceability
• Worker wellbeing
• Environmental protection
• Sustainable market access

“Food safety is everyone’s responsibility — from the orchard to 
the consumer.”
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A Century of Confidence.
A FUTURE ILLUMINATED.

Any questions?



The PPECB is synonymous with credibility and 

assurance - the trusted seal behind every South African 

perishable export that meets global expectations.

A Legacy of Trust.

T +27 (0)21 930 1134   www.ppecb.com

Thank you!
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