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Certification as a Gateway to 

Global Markets

The Role of Certification Bodies & the Value 

of GLOBALG.A.P.



WHO WE ARE
African Certification and Testing

• Accredited Certification Body

• Conducting GLOBALG.A.P. IFA V6 audits

• Food safety, compliance & sustainability assurance

• Add-on standards (GRASP, FSMA, and others)

Our role:

We verify, validate, and build trust between producers 

and markets.



WHAT IS A 

CERTIFICATION BODY?
A Certification Body is an independent 3rd party 

assurance organization

We:

• Audit farms and packhouses against standards

• Verify compliance through objective evidence

• Issue certification when requirements are met

• Maintain integrity of global food systems

We do NOT create standards

We ensure they are correctly applied



A globally recognized 

farm assurance standard

Focused on food safety, 

traceability, 

sustainability & worker 

welfare

WHAT IS 

GLOBALG.A.P.?

Required by major 

retailers worldwide

A “passport” into export 
markets



WHY 
CERTIFICATION 

EXISTS

Safe food for consumers

Traceability from farm to fork

Environmental responsibility

Ethical labour practices

Ethical labour practices

Modern food systems demand:

Certification is how trust is 

proven, not assumed.



PROTECTING 

THE CONSUMER

Certification ensures:

• Reduced food safety risks (microbial, chemical, 

physical)

• Controlled pesticide usage

• Hygienic production & packhouse systems

• Traceability in case of recalls

Consumers receive safer, reliable 

produce



BUILDING BRAND 

& REPUTATION
For producers and exporters:

• Signals professionalism and compliance

• Builds trust with retailers and importers

• Reduces buyer risk perception

• Strengthens long-term contracts

Certification = credibility in global supply chains



GLOBALG.A.P. certification is often a 

minimum entry requirement for:

• EU supermarkets

• UK retailers

• Middle East importers

• Large South African retail groups

Without certification:

• Limited buyers

• Lower bargaining power

• Restricted export 

opportunities

MARKET ACCESS 

ADVANTAGE



Better contract stability

Long-term buyer relationships
Reduced rejection risk at 

borders

Higher negotiated prices

More consistent demand

Access to premium export 

markets

Ability to meet retailer 

specifications

Certification affects price through: Certified produce often earns:

HOW CERTIFICATION IMPACTS PRICE



RISK REDUCTION 

FOR BUYERS
Buyers choose certified suppliers because it reduces:

• Food safety liability

• Supply chain disruption risk

• Reputational damage risk

• Compliance failure risk

Certification transfers confidence into the supply chain



ADD-ON 
STANDARDS VALUE GRASP (social compliance)

SIZA  (ethical trade)

Timber 

Retailer-specific add-ons

Beyond GLOBALG.A.P.:

Certification is how trust is 

proven, not assumed.



FINAL MESSAGE

Certification is not paperwork.

It is:

• A market access tool

• A risk management system

• A price and brand enhancer

• A trust mechanism in global trade



THANK 

YOU

www.africancertification.co.za

Visit our website

“In today’s agricultural economy, certification is 
no longer optional—it is the language of trust 

that connects our farms to the world’s most 
demanding markets.”


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13

